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Synopsis

Charles Smith Hamilton (1822 A¢a & ce 1891) was a career United States Army officer who fought
with distinction during the Mexican-American War. He also served as a Union Army general during
the early part of the American Civil War. In 1841, Hamilton published the book "The Natural History
of Horses." A chapter of this book--- on feral horses in America--- has been excerpted here for the
convenience of the reader. Hamilton in his life in the U.S. Army in the Mexican-American War would
have had frequent opportunities to observe the wild horses of the American West and brings this

first-hand knowledge to bear in his discussion of feral horses in America.
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